Social Media in Medical Education: some things you might want to try
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Cloud Sharing Applications
· Google docs (docs.google.com) - Share documents, slide presentations, spreadsheets and more. Invite specific people to work on your file. Work on them simultaneously on the internet.
· Dropbox (www.dropbox.com) - Share any type of file. Invite specific people to share a folder. Must download to edit, so you can't work simultaneously on the same version.
· Slideshare (www.slideshare.net) - Share a slide presentation using  a specific URL. Share with the world. Must download to edit, so you can't work simultaneously on the same version.
Wikis
· Wikis you might want to join. Add or edit a page about geriatrics, or your favorite subject. 
· www.wikipedia.com - The most well known wiki. Used worldwide. Contains pages about just about any topic you can imagine. Anyone can create an account and edit.
· www.medpedia.com - A wiki created to cover topics in medicine. Only physicians and Ph. D.s can edit articles. Anyone else can suggest changes but they must be approved. 
· www.pogoe.org/wiki - A wiki created for geriatricians to collaborate on specific projects. Current projects focus on creating competencies for various learners in geriatrics. 
· Start your own wiki at www.pbworks.com, or if you’re more web savvy, install wiki software on your website from www
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· Start your own within your institution’s Content Management System (ex: Blackboard may have this functionality.
Media Sharing Sites
· FlickR - search for photos and use advanced search to find only pictures with Creative Commons licenses
· YouTube channels
· Geriatric Emergency Medicine educational videos: http
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· University of Georgia: http
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· iTunes podcasts
· GeriPods from UMDNJ: http
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· Texas Tech Medcast: http
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Blogs
· Blogs to follow: 
· www.geripal.org - blog about geriatrics and palliative care
· www.gradydoctor.com - blog about medicine and teaching in a public hospital
· Create your own using blogging software. Download and install on your own website or use a site that allows you to create a blog on theirs. (ex. www.wordpress.com)
· Start your own within your institution’s Content Management System (ex: Blackboard may have this functionality.
Twitter
· Accounts to follow:
· @cynthiagreenan - Cynthia Greenan, Submissions Coordinator of POGOe, librarian
· @SeniorJazz - Nathan Flacker, geriatrician, educator, fisherman, and believer that it is never too late to have a happy childhood
· @POGOeHeadlines - updates from POGOe
· @ccleven - Carolyn Clevenger, DNP-prepared Gerontological Nurse Practitioner; Assistant Professor of Nursing, Emory; Emory Alzheimer's Disease Research Center
· @ChinHansen - Jennie Chin Hansen, a registered nurse, is CEO of the American Geriatrics Society.
· @nlundebjerg - Nancy Lundebjerg is COO of the American Geriatrics Society -- the home for health care providers who take care of older adults.
· @EWidera - Eric Widera, Academic doctor interested in Geriatrics and Palliative care. Blogs @ www.geripal.org. Assistant Professor of Medicine @UCSF.
· @AmerMedicalAssn - The American Medical Association helps doctors help patients by uniting physicians to work on the most important professional and public health issues.
· @AmerGeriatrics - The American Geriatrics Society, Geriatric Health Professionals. Leading change. Improving care for older adults.
· @JHartFound - The John A. Hartford Foundation: improving geriatric care, aging and health, medicine, nursing, social work
· Hashtag searches to follow:
· #hcsm - the first global health care Twitter chat. Sundays at 8pm CT. Moderated by @danamlewis.
· #mdchat - a Twitter chat for MDs
· #smime - a Twitter chat about social media in medical education
